PRESS RELEASE
Africa Mining Vision initiative gaining traction one year on

Cape Town, South Africa, 8 February 2017 (ECA) — A policy dialogue at the 2017 Mining Indaba heard
strong endorsements from public and private sector speakers for the Africa Mining Vision (AMV) Private
Sector Compact.

The AMV Compact was launched at last year’s Mining Indaba, where it won early support from the
Mining Industry Association of Southern Africa (MIASA). The Compact is designed to close existing gaps
between mining communities, the private sector and governments. It consists of a set of twelve
principles designed to offer improved value and benefits to all parties involved. Governments and
mining companies are encouraged to sign up to the Compact for themselves, using one of a number of
flexible governance options.

The Indaba special session was set up to facilitate an open dialogue, guided by Compact principles,
between governments and the private sector to explore areas of consensus and possible win- wins.

In her welcome remarks, African Union Trade and Industry Commissioner, Fatima Haram-Acyl, said:

“The rationale for this year’s policy dialogue is based firmly on the reality that time has come for serious
conversation on the need to identify strategies and mechanisms for promoting shared value and share
benefits in this sector.”

All the 54 African Union member countries have adopted the African Mining Vision in order to ensure
that mining activities contribute to economic transformation and benefit all African citizens. However,
successful implementation hinges on buy-in from the private sector and other key stakeholders in Africa,
at both regional and country levels.

Former President Thabo Mbeki, guest of honor of the special session, said:
“The Vision is important to the continent and we need a realization for this vision.”

The AMV Private Compact encourages cooperation by leveraging the business benefits that the private
sector will derive from AMV implementation at national and regional level. It primarily targets mining
companies including oil and gas, Chambers of Mines and other mining associations.

Daniel Kazungu Muzee, Mining Minister of Kenya, added:

“Our new mining act borrows heavily from the Africa Mining Vision. The AMV paves the way of
sustainable utilization of mineral resources and good governance. To achieve this vision, we need to go
back to the private sector.”

Kaijuka Richard, Uganda Chamber of Mines and Petroleum, was quoted as saying, “Whatever comes out
of our resources must transform the society and we need the private sector for that.”

Other speakers included: Hon. Daniel Kazungu Muzee, Mining Cabinet Secretary, Ministry of Mines —
Kenya; Hon. Osheak Tahir, Minister of State, Ministry of Minerals, Republic of the Sudan; Kaijuka



Richard, Uganda Chamber of Mines and Petroleum; and moderator Frank Mugyenyi, Senior Industrial
Advisor, African Union Commission.

The event was hosted by the African Union Commission in partnership with the United Nations
Economic Commission for Africa through the African Minerals Development Centre (AMDC).

- ends -
Note for editors:

1. The Africa Mining Vision (AMV): Formally adopted by African heads of state in 2009, the AMV puts
Africa’s long term and broad development objectives at the heart of all policy-making concerned
with mineral extraction. It is the continent’s own response to tackling the paradox of great mineral
wealth existing side by side with pervasive poverty.

2. The AMV Private Sector Compact was launched at Mining Indaba 2016 and endorsed by the Mining
Industry Association of Southern Africa (MIASA) at its meeting on 6 February 2016. See:
http://www.uneca.org/stories/mining-association-endorses-amv-compact

3. The African Minerals Development Centre (AMDC) works with Member States of the African Union
(AU) to fast-track alignment of their mineral sector development to the Africa Mining Vision, to
achieve better developmental outcomes. AMDC currently work with more than half of all AU
Member States.

For more information, please contact:

Ms. Daisy Leoncio, Communications Officer
African Mineral Development Centre
leoncio@un.org

or visit www.africaminingvision.org



