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GBCSA launches Green Star – Communities Pilot Programme in South Africa
7 December 2016 
The Green Building Council South Africa (GBCSA) today announced the launch of the locally applicable version of the Green Star – Communities rating tool in South Africa. The tool is a framework that will drive the development of more sustainable neighbourhoods and precincts, ultimately making African cities more sustainable.
Green Star – Communities, developed by the Green Building Council Australia, evaluates the sustainability attributes of the planning, design and construction of large scale development projects, at a precinct, neighbourhood, and/or community scale. The Green Star – Communities rating tool assists governments, development project teams, contractors and other interested parties aiming to deliver large scale sustainable developments to:
· Provide diverse, affordable, inclusive, well connected and healthy places to live, work and play;
· Protect, maintain and restore the natural environment by reducing the ecological footprint of developments; 
· Receive recognition for demonstrated leadership and commitment to sustainability;
· Achieve real value for money through demonstrated whole-of-life cost savings; and
· Encourage opportunities for business diversity, efficiency, innovation, and economic development.
The tool is being launched in South Africa through a stakeholder engagement process that includes a number of pilot neighbourhood scale projects, which will test and be certified by the GBCSA using the framework. The stakeholder engagement process is sponsored by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) through their South Africa Low Emissions Development Programme and comprises a Technical Advisory Panel including over 30 industry experts who are providing input and guidance on the applicability of the criteria in the Green Star tool in the South African context. The advisory panel includes both private and public sector stakeholders – such as SALGA, the City of Tshwane and Johannesburg – as well as academia. 
The process will conclude with the release of a Local Context Report in January 2017. Projects can register for certification under this tool from November 2016 onwards. 
GBCSA CEO, Brian Wilkinson says that green building and sustainability in the built environment is about more than just buildings. “It’s also about the spaces, connections and infrastructure between the buildings, a precinct, a neighbourhood, or a city. At this scale one can truly see the real impact of sustainability and make the connection between various daily activities between home, work, gym, school and entertainment.”
Pilot Projects
There are 14 projects that the GBCSA accepted via a call for pilot projects in August 2016, which form part of the Technical Advisory Panel. These pilot projects are vital early adopters to support the long term success and applicability of this Green Star tool in the African context, because they will provide essential feedback allowing the tool to be appropriately adjusted to the local context. Of these 14 projects, eight have already committed to certification using this tool, targeting either a 4, 5 or 6 Star rating from the GBCSA, with the other 6 seriously considering it reviewing the details. These eight projects already targeting certification are listed below and more information on each project is available under Notes to Editors:
1. Braamfontein West, Johannesburg, led by EcoCentric
1. Blue Rock, Somerset West, developed by Swisatec
1. Garden Cities: Phase 13 Sunningdale, Cape Town, developed by Garden Cities 
1. Kgoro Precinct, Johannesburg, developed by Ceder Park Properties
1. Menlyn Maine, Tshwane, developed by Menlyn Maine Holdings
1. Nature’s Path Lifestyle Village, Keurbooms, Plettenberg Bay, developed by PMG Africa
1. Oxford Parks, Johannesburg, developed by Intaprop
1. Sandton Gate, Johannesburg, developed by a joint venture between Abland & Tiber

The GBCSA will be reviewing the 'Communities' name of the tool in the African context, to make it more identifiable with neighbourhood/precinct scale sustainable development projects in Africa, and will announce this in the first quarter of 2017.
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Notes to editors
The nuts and bolts of the Green Star – Communities tool:
Green Star – Communities assesses projects against a holistic set of distinct social, environmental, and economic categories, and an innovation category. The categories are:
· Governance;
· Liveability;
· Economic Prosperity;
· Environment; and
· Innovation.
Each category groups a number of issues related to a certain sustainability impact, which are referred to as Credits. A Credit addresses an initiative (or set of initiatives) that has the potential to improve a project’s sustainability performance. Each of these initiatives is a credit criterion. Credits are weighted, in relation to each other, by varying the number of points that are available for credit criteria in each credit. Each credit criterion defines a clear outcome or process that the registered project must meet. Where the outcome or process is verified to have been met, the project will be awarded the relevant points.
Once all credits are assessed, the total number of points achieved by the project is calculated and compared against the total points available in the rating tool. The certified rating is awarded based on the number of points achieved. 
Green Star – Communities certification identifies projects that have demonstrated the achievement of a specific level of sustainability. The rating describes the sustainability attributes of the project, to the industry and the public, in terms that are widely understood and accepted.

About the pilot projects that are currently targeting Green Star – Communities certification:
Braamfontein West, Johannesburg, led by EcoCentric
This precinct, bordered by the M1 to the west and Wits University to the north, is a vibrant mix of small businesses, commercial office buildings, student residential accommodation and educational institutions, including the Tshimologong Precinct, Wits University’s tech hub. The existing precinct is in need of regeneration and the Green Star – Communities tool will be used to guide the precinct towards environmental and social resilience; a healthier and safer community; robust economic infrastructure and efficient resource management. 

Blue Rock, Somerset West, developed by Swisatec
A thoroughly unique development which will comprise a hotel and conference centre, commercial offices, healthcare facilities, a restaurant and lifestyle centre, as well as a multi-unit residential estate in a car-free living environment. Lifestyle-enhancing initiatives include landscape trails for jogging, mountain biking and walking; a Vita Parcour permanent fitness trail offering outdoor exercise courses; and a host of water sports on the central quarry dam. Innovative sustainability features include on-site solar energy production and electric shuttle vehicles.

Garden Cities: Phase 13 Sunningdale, Cape Town, developed by Garden Cities 
Situated on the West Coast, just north of Tableview in the Western Cape, Sunningdale, the anticipated village is a 566,100 m² gated residential community. Phase 13 A comprises 427 residential units, and a community centre and education facility, and admin hub. Nature features strongly in the appeal of this development, which borders on the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve, to which Garden Cities has donated 462 hectares. Nature trails, a conservation park, a food garden, parks and cycle paths will all encourage residents to connect with and embrace nature. Sustainability initiatives include solar water heating and LED lighting throughout the residential units and recycling procedures and other green initiatives presently being considered.


Kgoro Precinct, Johannesburg, developed by Ceder Park Properties
A 200 000m² mixed use development, Kgoro Precinct is situated in the very heart of Sandton. The precinct offers offices, retail – including on-street retail, hotels, residential and civic/cultural buildings, as well as 4 200 parking bays. A large public square is designed to be the social anchor of community life that promotes broader, more creative interaction. The inclusion of an energy centre, with a view to providing cleaner energy generation, as well as an emphasis on pedestrian and alternative transport usage set this precinct apart.

Menlyn Maine, Tshwane, developed by Menlyn Maine Holdings
Menlyn Maine is a mixed used precinct in the City of Tshwane comprising nineteen buildings that will encompass commercial office, retail, residential, leisure and entertainment as well as scenic parks. The developers have identified water, energy, transport and waste management as their key sustainability focus areas. The precinct is targeting at least a 4-star Green Star rating for each building, and a Green Star Communities rating for the precinct.

Nature’s Path Lifestyle Village, Keurbooms, Plettenberg Bay, developed by PMG Africa
Located between Plettenberg Bay and Keurbooms on the scenic Garden Route, this 26.8 hectare residential development will boast 98 homes centred around a wellness centre and restorative gardens, and surrounded by 11 hectares of protected nature reserve. Noteworthy sustainability features of the development include complete lifecycle analysis of materials used; excellent water management including rainwater harvesting, domestic grey water systems and at the wellness centre, and water saving taps and fittings; and the installation of smart meters.

Oxford Parks, Johannesburg, developed by Intaprop
Developed by Intaprop, this exceptional mixed-use precinct links the Illovo Boulevard with the Rosebank node and will include residential, retail and commercial office typologies, creating a socially and economically interconnected City experience. In line with the principles of a ‘resilient city’, sustainability features will look at creating a pedestrian and cycle friendly public environment; the adaptability of buildings over time; the robustness and flexibility of public spaces; sustainable ways of dealing with stormwater, water and air pollution, shading and cooling; and energy and water efficiencies at building and precinct level. The precinct will target individual building ratings on the commercial mixed use buildings.

Sandton Gate, Johannesburg, developed by a joint venture between Abland & Tiber
A mixed use development on the perimeter of the Sandton Central Business District, Sandton Gate falls within a High Priority Area (Public Transport Management Area) in terms of the Growth Management Strategy of the City of Johannesburg. The development will be carried out in multiple phases, the first of which is planned to break ground in the latter half of 2017. At approximately 122,000 m², the precinct will include a mixed use zone, a residential zone and private open space, with building heights ranging between three and 15 storeys. The precinct will target a Green Star Communities rating, as well as individual building ratings on the commercial mixed use buildings.
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