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BASF repurposing equipment through donation to DUT   
BASF in partnership with the Durban University of Technology (DUT).
Durban, South Africa – 26 August 2016. The world’s leading chemical company, BASF recently donated three fermentation systems and Erlenmeyer flasks, for cultivation of microorganisms and useful by-products, to the Department of Biotechnology and Food Technology at the Durban University of Technology.
“The equipment is needed for both undergraduate teaching as well as for research activities conducted by postgraduate students and will certainly alleviate the shortage of such equipment in the Department. We are absolutely thrilled to receive this donation and we look forward to further initiatives with BASF”, said Professor Kugen Permaul, Head of Department.
BASF strongly believes in science for sustainable development and improved quality of life, which is part of its core values.  Supporting the Biotechnology and Food Technology Department is a perfect fit with BASF.
According to Site Manager, Doug Shewell, collaboration with educational institutions such as the DUT is a fundamental responsibility of all corporate citizens.  “We have a long association and collaboration with the DUT Biotechnology Department with some former and also current students having worked for our company and we hope the collaboration will continue for many years to come,” he said. 
ENDS
About BASF’s Crop Protection division 
With sales of more than €5.8 billion in 2015, BASF’s Crop Protection division provides innovative solutions for agriculture, turf and ornamental plants, pest control and public health.  Our broad portfolio of active ingredients, seed treatments, biological controls, formulations and services optimizes efficient production of high quality food and protects against post-harvest loss, damage to buildings and the transmission of disease.  By delivering new technologies and know-how, BASF Crop Protection supports the effort of growers and pest management professionals to make a better life for themselves and society.  Further information can be found on the web at www.agro.basf.com or on our social media channels.

About BASF
At BASF, we create chemistry – and have been doing so for 150 years. Our portfolio ranges from chemicals, plastics, performance products and crop protection products to oil and gas. As the world’s leading chemical company, we combine economic success with environmental protection and social responsibility. Through science and innovation, we enable our customers in nearly every industry to meet the current and future needs of society. Our products and solutions contribute to conserving resources, ensuring nutrition and improving quality of life. We have summed up this contribution in our corporate purpose: We create chemistry for a sustainable future. BASF had sales of over €74 billion in 2014 and around 113,000 employees as of the end of the year. BASF shares are traded on the stock exchanges in Frankfurt (BAS), London (BFA) and Zurich (AN). Further information on BASF is available on the Internet at www.basf.com.   
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