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Solar farms move to the cities
Acres of industry rooftops offer ideal locations for city solar farms

Cape Town, 2 August 2016: Urban property developers have realised the potential of city rooftops for solar farming, with factories and shopping malls being transformed through the installation of acres of solar panels on previously underutilised roof space.  juwi Renewable Energies has assisted Growthpoint Properties in identifying its premium properties as ideal locations for solar farms. Northgate Shopping Centre, co-owned by Sasol Pension Fund in Johannesburg, is the latest urban mall identified for the company’s rooftop solar installations. 

Greg Austin, MD of juwi Renewable Energies, the EPC provider to the projects says that solar is moving into cities on an industrial scale: “The Northern Cape is the centre of the solar industry in the country, but large-scale property owners in urban areas are realising the potential cost-saving in bringing solar farms closer to the area of demand and creating own-consumption solutions.”

Shopping centres, with their large flat roof areas, are ideal candidates for solar. At Northgate Shopping Centre in Gauteng, a newly completed 1.056MWp roof-mounted solar PV installation is set to produce 9% of the energy required by the shopping centre. 

The installation is believed to be one of the biggest thin-film projects in the country. 

 ”Although, not new to South Africa, thinfilm technology has a higher energy yield in low-light/shading conditions, a higher energy yield at high temperatures and with increasing efficiencies and decreasing prices internationally, this installation will guide the way for future thinfilm projects in South Africa,” explained juwi Project Engineer, Coen Fourie. 

Fourie elaborated that three different roof formats have been used in the project. “These PV modules can be used on any roof or carport – flat or pitched, as at Northgate.”

“The rooftop system can be applied to a wide range of applications including industrial complexes, hospitals, airports and office blocks.”

“Growthpoint Properties is committed to solar energy generation, and the leading driver for this project was a combination of electricity production and maximum demand savings,” said Werner van Antwerpen, Head of Sustainability and Utilities at Growthpoint.

According to Fourie, the project which took 12 weeks of construction, was completed on schedule, and entered commercial operation on 15 August 2016. A portion of the installation and interconnection was carried out at night to minimise the impact on the centre.

The project supported local skills and job creation: “We used local labour for the project, all of whom were trained on site.”

Juwi will provide Operations and Maintenance services to Growthpoint on the Northgate project, as part of their growing fleet of more than 120 MW of solar PV installations being monitored from their Cape Town office.

Gowthpoint has also contracted juwi to install a similar roof-mounted solar PV installation at Brooklyn Mall in Pretoria, which they own and manage, in 2017.
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About the juwi Group and juwi Renewable Energies (Pty):
juwi, one of the leading global companies in the field of renewable energy, celebrates its 20th anniversary this year. As an experienced renewable energy pioneer with a strong regional presence, juwi offers project development and EPC services with related offerings for the transition to greater utilisation of sustainable energy globally. Company activities focus on solar photovoltaic (PV) and wind projects, and ongoing renewable energy power plant operations & maintenance activities. 
The juwi Group was established in 1996 in Rhineland-Palatinate, Germany. Since the end of 2014, Mannheim-based utility, MVV Energie AG, has been partner and majority shareholder (63%) of the juwi Group. juwi has about 1,000 employees located in offices on all continents and has a growing pipeline of project activities across the globe. Working together with passion to implement renewable energy economically and reliably is what drives us. 
To date juwi has completed wind projects totalling approximately 880 wind turbines with a total capacity of 1,900 megaWatts (MW) at more than 150 sites. In the solar PV segment, juwi has designed and constructed more than 1,500 projects with a total capacity of around 1,600 MW. Combined, these energy systems produce more than 7 billion kiloWatt hours (kWh) of clean energy per year, equalling the annual demand of around 2 million South African households. In the process, juwi has initiated an investment volume of around 7 billion Euros to realize these projects. 
juwi Renewable Energies based in Cape Town, South Africa (“juwi South Africa”) participates in the Renewable Energy IPP (REIPP) Procurement Programme initiated by the South African government for utility-scale renewable energy power generation. To date juwi South Africa has built five solar plants totalling 121MW under the REIPP Procurement Programme.. juwi South Africa also develops and bids wind projects under the Programme, and is also active in the government’s Small IPP Programme. In addition to this, juwi South Africa has started constructing large solar PV projects that deliver cost competitive electricity to a range of commercial and industrial end-users. 
German engineering, local competency, quality delivery. Partner with us and you partner with success. 
juwi Renewable Energies (Pty) Ltd Tel: 021 831 6100
 info@juwi.co.za www.juwi.co.za 
Growthpoint is a FTSE/JSE Socially Responsible Investment Index company and an index component of the Dow Jones Sustainability Indices (DJSI). It is a Platinum Founding Member of the Green Building Council South Africa, and owns or co-owns the largest portfolio of Green Star SA certified buildings of any company in South Africa.
 
Growthpoint is South Africa’s largest primary listed REIT and an ALSI 40 company with assets over R110 billion. It owns and manages a diversified portfolio of 474 properties in South Africa, 57 properties in Australia through its investment in Growthpoint Properties Australia (GOZ) and a 50% interest in the properties at V&A Waterfront, Cape Town.
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