
	
  

	
   	
  

Media Release: For immediate release 
  

	
  
SIGNIFICANT SITE:  Averda recently opened its new Vlakfontein landfill site which will make a significant 

contribution to the management of hazardous waste emanating from mining and industrial activity in the greater 
Gauteng region. 

	
  

	
  
EPIC PROPORTIONS: The Vlakfontein hazardous waste landfill is massive with a capacity  

of 6 500 000m². 



	
  

Massive Vlakfontein investment to meet 
hazardous waste challenge 

 
Johannesburg – A R250-m hazardous waste management plant – built to comply 
with stringent new environmental guidelines, and the first new hazardous waste 
landfill site in South Africa in 20 years - has been opened in Vlakfontein, in the Vaal 
Triangle, by global waste-management company, Averda. 
 
The significant foreign direct investment has been made through Averda’s 
acquired local subsidiary, Wasteman, and marks the entry into the country of the 
Dubai-based, integrated waste-management firm which operates in 13 countries 
on three continents. 
 
The new Vlakfontein site is in South Africa’s petrochemical industrial heartland, 
and uses the latest international best practice in landfill engineering as well as 
complying with South Africa’s Waste Classification and Management Regulations 
of 2013.  
“Hazardous waste volumes are increasing enormously because of development 
and expansion in industrial and mining areas of the inland regions. The Vlakfontein 
landfill site is urgently needed and will alleviate the shortage of fully compliant 
disposal facilities for hazardous waste in South Africa,” says Malek Sukkar, Chief 
Executive Officer of Averda. 
 
A few examples of the waste that will be treated at Vlakfontein:  
•   mine tailings;  
•   waste streams from the petrochemical industry, e.g. caustic scrubber waste; 
•   spent catalyst; 
•   various oil and fuel sludge streams; 
•   fuel or oil-contaminated absorbent material from spillages; 
•   heavy metal waste from the electroplating industry; 
•   paint sludge waste from paint manufacturing or the automotive industry; and 
•   redundant food stuff from the food industry. 
 
Sukkar says a strict hazardous waste acceptance procedure at Vlakfontein 
complies with the Waste Classification and Management Regulations of 2013, and 
the site-specific permit restrictions.   
 
All hazardous waste is screened before it is accepted. Some of the pre-landfilling 
treatment methodologies that will be practiced include: 
 
•   pH controlled immobilisation of toxic, amphoteric, heavy metals; 
•   immobilisation of volatile heavy metals such as mercury; 
•   immobilisation of certain organics via adsorption; 
•   neutralisation of corrosive material; 



•   stabilisation of liquid streams;  
•   ash-blending of flammable streams to reduce component volatilisation; and 
•   reduction of oxidising materials. 
 
The purpose-built landfill was built with a Class A liner (barrier), consisting of several 
layers of compacted clay and two high-density polyethylene geomembrane liners 
with built-in leakage detection and drainage layers. The excavation method used 
to shape the cell is different from the traditional excavator and articulated tippers. 
Equipment normally associated with dam construction was used to shape the cell 
and to carry out the bulk earth work. The Vlakfontein site has an anticipated 
lifespan of 30 years and an overall capacity of 6 500 000m².  
 
For further information or a possible site visit, call 0861 AVERDA (283 732) or e-mail 
jsmal@wasteman.co.za.  
 
ENDS. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
Issued by Meropa Communications on behalf of Averda. For more information, please 
contact Lauren Human on +27 78 253 9160 or at laurenh@meropa.co.za.   
 
 
Note to Editors: About Averda 
Averda is headquartered in Dubai, with regional operations centres in Abu Dhabi, 
Johannesburg and Casablanca. It operates in 13 countries on three continents:  Angola, 
Gabon, Republic of Congo, Morocco, South Africa, Jordan, Lebanon, Oman; Qatar; Saudi 
Arabia; UAE; Ireland and the United Kingdom. 

The firm manages waste in cities, industries, offices and homes. This includes cleaning and 
collecting waste, sorting and recycling, composting and disposal. 

  
About Wasteman 
Wasteman is a leading South African waste-management company with businesses which 
have been in operation for over 35 years. Wasteman provides fully integrated waste-
management solutions to clients in the industrial, commercial, and domestic sectors across 
South Africa. In 2015 Averda obtained a controlling stake in Wasteman Holdings. 
 


