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Dra!Diamond!Plant!Recovers!Huge!Diamonds!At!Karowe!

Johannesburg!07!December!2015:! ! Johannesburg!based!engineer!and!project! delivery!
company!DRA!Global!has!commented!that!it!is!pleased!and!proud!that!its!innovative!process!plant!
designs!have!assisted!in!the!recovery!of!very!large!diamonds!at!the!Karowe!mine!of!Boteti!Mining!
(Pty)!Ltd,!a!100%!owned!subsidiary!of!Lucara!Diamond!Corporation.!

Following!on!from!the!successful!greenfields!Karowe!AK06!Diamond!Project!in!Botswana!completed!
and!commissioned!in!April!2012,!DRA!was!awarded!the!brownfields!Phase!2!Karowe!Plant!Upgrade!
Project! in!March! 2014! by!Boteti!Mining.! !As! part! of! the!Phase! 2! upgrade! the! need! for! a! Large!
Diamond!Recovery!circuit!was!identified.!

The!inclusion!of!a!Large!Diamond!Recovery!circuit!at!Karowe!utilising!XRT!(XRRay!Transmissive)!!
technology!enabled!an!increase!in!the!top!size!of!material!treated!in!the!diamond!recovery!process.!
The!selective!nature!of!XRT!sorting!combined!with! the! larger!particle!size! treated!allows! for! the!
recovery!of! larger!diamonds!compared!to! traditional!diamond!processing!plants.! ! !This!approach!
provides! for! the! early! detection! and! recovery! of! large! diamonds,! thereby! minimising! diamond!
breakage! associated!with! additional! crushing! and!materials! handling! circuits! in! the! downstream!
processes.!

DRA’s!Managing!Director! Africa,! Johann! de! Bruin,! comments:! “Since! the! commissioning! of! the!
Karowe!Upgrade!Project!and!the!associated!Large!Diamond!Recovery!circuit!in!mid!2015,!the!DRA!
design!has!proven!to!be!as!effective!as!envisaged.!!The!plant!has!recently!recovered!both!the!largest!
and!second!largest!diamonds!ever!recovered!in!Botswana,!with!the!massive!1111!carat!stone!being!
the!largest!diamond!recovered!so!far!this!century!”!

De!Bruin!continues:!“This!project!and!its!performance!clearly!prove!that!DRA!continues!to!be!the!
technical! leader! in! the! design! and! delivery! of! diamond! recovery! plants,! and! confirms! again! our!
position! at! the! forefront! of! incorporating! and! utilising! leadingRedge! and! innovative! process!
technologies”.!
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About!DRA!

DRA!is!a!global!multiRdisciplinary!engineering!group!which!delivers!mining,!minerals!processing!and!
infrastructure!services!from!concept!to!commissioning!in!addition!to!comprehensive!operations!and!
maintenance!services.!DRA!has!offices!and!operations!in!Africa,!Australia,!Canada,!China,!Europe,!
India,!and!the!USA.!The!DRA!Group!provides!highly!flexible!services,!allowing!it!to!meet!with!needs!
of! multinational! mining! companies! as! well! as! junior! and! emerging! producers.! The! company’s!



!

!

Page%2%of%2 

!

!

expertise!covers!a!wide!range!of!commodities!including!diamonds,!gold,!PGMs,!coal,!ferrous!metals,!
graphite,!uranium,!base!metals,!mineral!sands,!fertilizer!minerals!and!rare!earths.!
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