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The Narrow Road to Mining Sustainability – insights from Ncamiso Mining.   
 
Johannesburg, 8th June 2017: By pure definition, to be sustainable means to ‘uphold / 
defend’ or ‘is able to be maintained at a certain rate or level’, but how does sustainability 
fit into the mining sector-an industry that is predominantly known for generating huge 
profit yields with equally huge negative environmental and social impacts.  The 
Brundtland Report (1987) ‘Our Common Future’ originally defined sustainable 
development as ‘meeting the needs of current generations without compromising the 
ability of future generations to meet those needs.’ Some would argue that mining cannot 
be synonymous with sustainable development, however, mining is an integral part of 
economic growth for many countries and thus there needs to be a reconciliation of goals 
towards sustainable development and sustainability as a whole for all parties.  

In the context of mining, Sustainable Development needs to be integrated with social 
and environmental sustainability where the overall goal is to reconcile economic activity 
with social concerns, effective governance systems and environmental integrity. This 
means serious education, awareness and enforced policies to pro-actively minimise 
damage. “Although mining results in growth of the economy, there is a very narrow 
balancing act in ensuring an equitable distribution of costs and benefits, that minimises 
the harmful effects of mining without destroying future opportunities for life, well-being 
and financial growth.” says Ncamiso Mining MD, Mr Fikile Mashinini.  

Ncamiso Mining pride themselves on providing sustainable, alternative mining solutions 
focusing specifically on post impact land rehabilitation and insist on educating all their 
employees on the principles and importance of sustainability. They hold sustainability at 
the core of their business ethos and embrace their sustainable value system. Ncamiso 
Mining’s sustainable values:  

Strong, uncompromising commitment to  
Uphold and honour our 
Social and environmental responsibility which embraces  
Technological advances that integrate with 
Awareness and respect for our surroundings.  
Innovating practices to conserve our  
Natural resources and ensure all practices  
Aspire towards protection, preservation and prosperity.  
Building a viable future which has  
Lasting implications for the well-being of our   



Environment and economic future.  
There is a cry out in the industry for meaningful action that will make a tangible 
difference in the future world. ‘No mining house is perfect, but if we all set out with the 
same intentions and actions for lasting good and a positive impact to all concerned, 
then we are on the right path’ says Ncamiso COO, Tshego Motsoenyane. The 
International Council on Mining and Metals (ICMM) have set out a framework for best-
practice to achieve sustainable development in the mining and metals industry. As a 
business, Ncamiso embrace and apply these principles to put their values into action.  

Ncamiso’s 10 key ICMM applied principles:  

1. Remain ethical and operate with integrity and transparency to all stakeholders, staff 
and communities.  

2. Respect human rights. Engage with employees and the local community to 
understand their needs and address their concerns. Exercise local procurement to 
the furthest viable extent.  

3. Seek to understand and plan for the potential of the land and community post mine 
closure and ensure to integrate sustainable development across all possible 
avenues.   

4. Implement sound risk management strategies.  
5. Adopt a zero tolerance to corruption policy.  
6. Have clearly defined objectives and accountability to contribute to social, economic 

and institutional development.  
7. Constantly measure, monitor, review and evaluate.  
8. Constantly seek to improve environmental impact, health and safety performance.  
9. Protect and conserve biodiversity.  
10. Reduce the mining footprint and encourage responsible practices with waste and 

resources.  

Although many challenges stand in the way of achieving sustainable development in the 
mining industry, education, accountability and action are the defining factors that will 
affect change. In 2009 Heads of State and Government adopted Africa’s Mining Vision 
which encourages ‘transparent, equitable and optimal exploitation of mineral resources 
to underpin broad-based sustainable growth and socio economic development’. More 
obviously, it involves respecting human rights, engaging with the community and 
stakeholders, safe guarding the environment, acting with integrity, accountability and 
honesty. Mashinini believes that ‘The true success of a business cannot be measured 
by profit yield only. If we all adopt a holistic approach, where our own success as a 
business is measured across all factors that affect stakeholders, fellow people, the 
environment, the communities we operate in and also the legacy we leave to be able to 
contribute to economic growth of our country, then we can stand tall with integrity 
knowing we have honestly contributed to the betterment of the future for our children 
and grandchildren and we are leaving something valuable behind for them.’  
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About Ncamiso: 

Ncamiso specialises in maximising the revenue of its clients by screening gold from 
material that would otherwise be sterilized and crushed for roads and buildings etc. 
Ncamiso also provides a valuable service in the removal of contaminated surface 
material to rehabilitate the ground as well as services in open cast mining, screening 
and crushing. 

Ncamiso consistently works toward achieving the merging of industries among mining, 
construction and farming in order to close the gap that was created by mining in the 
past. In each project that Ncamiso takes on, they strive towards rehabilitation of land for 
residential development, the eradication of illegal miners and job creation in local 
communities. 

Visit www.ncamiso.co.za for more information.  

 


